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Gone Baby Gone
	The movie is a story where a private investigator by the name of Patrick Kenzie  tries to solve two abduction cases that go into testing his morality. There are two major encounters in the movies but this paper will review only one; the final encounter. This final action starts months after Amanda’s case; Amanda is the abducted child in the first case who Patrick tries to search for and bring back home. In the action, a young boy by the name of Everett was taken away by Child Molester. In retrieving the child, there was a lot of things involved like a shoot-out encounter which cost the life of Patrick’s comrade, Nick. In the shootout, the boy who was being rescued was killed by the abductor. Owing to these happenings, Patrick’s moral standards were tested and he finally decided to take the life of the child’s abductor. This led to him being driven by guilt in the coming days, while his comrades tried to calm him. 
Review
	In the analysis of the moral correctness of the characters’ actions in the final scene, the paper will follow these three main premises of Kant’s philosophy;
· [bookmark: tr_1]“a person acts morally if his or her conduct would, without condition, be the"right" conduct for any person in similar circumstances.” 
· [bookmark: tv_1][bookmark: tw_1]Conduct as  being “morally acceptable if it treats others/yourself as ends in themselves/yourself and not as means to an end.
· A person acts morally when he or she acts as if his or her conduct was establishing a universal law governing others in similar circumstances.” 
If we were to consider these maxims in light of Patrick’s actions, we can say that his actions were morally unacceptable. 
	Kantianism focuses on the duties and motives of the actor, which are the driving factors which determine the actions’ moral status. In the killing of the pedophile, Patrick treated the action as a means to an end. In following Kant’s second premise, we could come up with a generalized statement to fit the scenario; “every time someone harms a child, they should be killed.” if we were to universalize this, it would not seem to be logical. An example of this would be if someone accidentally knocked a child. While this would classify as bringing harm to the child, classifying the individual as deserving of death seems irrational. 
	Patrick’s actions were against the law since it does not state that a detective can the right to shoot unarmed civilians. Obeying the law can be termed as a statement of “acting in accordance with the law.” By not following the law, Patrick’s actions are morally wrong. It is evident from the shootout that Patrick’s motivation was anger and disgust after the pedophile killed the young boy. Basing his actions on the third premise, his actions were to fulfill these desires and not as an end to itself. Kantianism gives an explicit framework for determining moral actions including Patrick’s choice of murder on whether it is right or wrong and it is difficult to determine whether Patrick’s choice to kill the pedophile was morally right or wrong but, they are morally acceptable.
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